
 

VIO ς STORIES OF SINGLE FREE MOTHERS 

 

 

This exhibition is part of a domestic violence awareness campaign, Tell 

us how you made it, launched by A.L.E.G., a well-known Romanian 

association promoting gender freedom and equality. The action, which 

has been also supported by the famous artist, Dan Perjovschi, 

comprised three actions: 

- {ǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ς on the Horizontal 

Newspaper in Sibiu, with the benevolence of Dan Perjovschi. 

- The Wake Night for Silent Witnesses ς an action of remembering 

and telling the shivering stories of women who died in domestic 

violence. 

- VIO ς STORIES OF SINGLE FREE MOTHERS ς an art exhibition 

comprising ten works, whereas the artist, Cynthia Loris, used 

ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ objects destroyed during aggressions. It is thought to be 

first exhibition of this kind in Romania. 



 

 

Cynthia Loris is a 38-year old Romanian self-taught artist, who, after 

ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ нллуΣ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ 

dedicate it to art. One day, she left her career, packed a bag, told her 

husband she wanted to divorce and left Romania on a journey of 

becoming and self-knowledge. No matter where she lived (Germany, 

Luxembourg, Italy, Denmark or back in Romania), she improvised a 

studio for her work: in the laundry-room, in an attic, in a castle, in a 

ƎŀǊŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅΩǎ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƛǊΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ 

stopped her from painting. 

Returning to Romania in 2013, she had a son whom she raises alone. 

With this exhibition, the artist searches to raise awareness of the 

soaring inequalities between men and women in Romania (especially 

now with the amendment of the legislation on Justice), focusing on 



domestic violence victims and their children. The paintings have real 

stories behind them, and even if her works differ very much, one can 

still trace her style in them. She uses mostly acrylics and mixed media 

on canvas, plywood or cardboard. None of the works have been done 

after sketches, the work is done on the spot. All her works come as they 

are. Being mostly a loner and an eccentric refusing most of the times to 

sell her art, her status as a self-taught artist has been disputed and 

argued, she was even publicly attacked by other artists. Still, she has 

continued being exactly what she is: 

 

 

 



PULMONARY TEDDY 

(Acrylics on canvas ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ƎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 

pulmonary X-ray of the child, gold leaf, pills as eyes and medical utensil 

for throat examination, 70/50 cm) 

 



This is the story of a victim survivor of domestic abuse and violence 

who, despite extreme shortcomings, managed to find freedom and take 

care of her child. 

When her child fell ill, at the emergency room the mother witnessed 

how it was treated as if it were just a toy. Being a single free mother 

(she had fled an abusive husband), she was not given enough credit by 

the medical personnel, as married women surrounded by their families 

would receive. The one year old child, in addition to having been 

submitted unnecessarily and prematurely to a pulmonary X-ray, was 

misdiagnosed and prescribed an antibiotic overdose. Realizing that 

something was wrong, she returned to the emergency room with the 

baby but was rejected by the staff and sent away to a medical clinic for 

consultation. Humiliated and poor, she did not have the money for 

private consultations because she and her child lived from a 200 Lei 

monthly allowance (around 44 EURO). This allowance is what the 

Romanian state pays to a child under two; afterwards it is cut down to 

80 Lei (17 EURO). In 2017, single-parent families still suffer from 

unimaginable poverty and live on the edge.  

There are cases in which the parent has no one to leave their child with 

and work and support the small family, because the child is too young 

for daycare. There are women who suffer from hunger and cold to flee 

their abusers and protect their children. This woman, with the support 

of her friends, never gave up and managed have a beautiful and serene 

life later on. 



 

PORTRAIT OF UNCERTAIN DIMENSIONS ON A BROKEN 
CANVAS RECEIVED FROM A FRIEND  

(Acrylics and collage with X-ray and cardboard, 70/50 cm) 

 



This portrait speaks about the loss and regain of identity. Domestic 

violence wipes women off the face of the earth. An abuser can get to 

control everything: how the partner dresses, with whom she talks, 

financially constrain her, and isolate her from the rest of the world. 

There were moments, hours, days, months, years, in which she stood in 

a corner of the house wanting to end her existence. Fear, shame and 

vertigo ... this is all she was feeling. She would shiver at every sound. 

She did not tell anyone the truth about what was going on at home. 

There was no place to run. She had become a prisoner. 

Still, she found a way to change everything and one day overturned the 

situation and escaped. The escape is the most dangerous moment, 

because most serious aggressions and murders happen after the victim 

manages to leave, because then the aggressor has nothing more to 

lose. 



KISS TO UNLOCK SCREEN 

(Tablet destroyed during domestic violence, while the victim was trying 

to call the emergency number, acrylics on plywood 120/50 cm) 

 



Victims Survivors of abuse and domestic violence are very fragile. Most 

of the time, they no longer want to have any partner, are emotionally 

blocked, isolate themselves, and prefer only adventures, fleeting 

relationships, or even total solitude. 

The traces of such experiences will never disappear. Psychological 

counseling and coming out towards the loved ones are a good way to 

grasp of and heal the trauma. There is the difficulty of cultivating 

healthy relationships; there will always be a fear of attachment and 

abandonment or lack of empathy. Any victim survivor needs so much 

affection and understanding. Comfort and love. Help. 

 

 



 

POINSON ME 

(Acrylics and chalk on cardboard, 100/70 cm) 

 



Often, the abuser is attractive and successful in finding a partner, not 

giving out on his true character due to a huge capacity of dissimulation. 

The painting illustrates how a woman, imprisoned in an abusive 

relationship, perceives the other women with whom her partner 

overtly sleeps. Busy and available as bees, these women poison the 

soul of an abused woman. There are cases where the abuser even 

brings them home. There cannot be two queens in a hive. 



 

HARDCORE CAFE 

(T-shirt worn by a victim of domestic violence as she was aggressed by 
her partner, applied with band-aid on cardboard 100/70 cm) 

 


