VIOC STORIES GENGEEREE MOTHERS

Thisexhibitionis part of adomestic violence awareness campaidell
us how you made itlaunched by ALEG, a wellknown Romanian
associatiorpromoting gender freedom and equalityT he action, which
has been also supported by the famous artist, Dan Perjovschi,
comprisedthree actions

- {dz00SaasSa GKI G R2y Qlontid Hosontali Ay
Newspaper in Sibiu, with the benevolence of Dan Perjovschi.

- The Wake Night for Silent Witnessesan actionof remembering
and telling theshiveringstories of women who died in domestic
violence.

- VIO ¢ STORIES CEHNGLE-REBEMOTHERSE, an art exhibition
comprising ten workswhereasthe artist, Cynthia Lorisused
g 2 Y S gbfeétsdestroyedduring aggressiondt is thought to be
first exhibition of this kind in Romaan



Cynthia Lorisis a 38year old Romanian sefaught artist, who, after
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dedicate it to art. One day, she ldfer career packed &aag, told her
husband she wanted to divorce and left Romaoia a journey of
becoming and selknowledge.No matter where she lived (Germany,
Luxembourg, Italy, Denmarér back inRomania), she improvised a
studio for her work in the laundryroom, in an #ic, in a castle, in a
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stopped her from painting.

Returning to Romania in 2013, she had a son whom she raises. alone
With this exhibition the artist searches taaise awareness of the
soaing inequalities between men and women Romania (especially
now with the amendmentof the legislationon Justice) focusing on



domestic violence victims and their childrefhe mintings have real
stories behind themand even ither works differvery much one can

still trace her stylan them. She uses mostly acrylics and ndiixaeedia

on canvas, plywood or cardboard. None of the works have been done
after sketchesthe work is doneon the spot. All her works come as they
are. Being mostly a loner arah eccentric refusing most of the times to
sell her art her status as a sethught artist has been disputed and
argued she waseven publicly attacked by other artistsStill, she has
continued beingexactly what she is:




PULMONARK TEDDY

(Acrylicsoncanvag Yy R O2f f 1 3S gA0K | OKAf RNEB
pulmonary Xray of the child, gold leaf, pills as eyes and medical utensil
for throat examination 70/50 cn)




This isthe story of awietim survivor of domestiabuseand violence
who, despite extreme shortcomings, managed to find freedom and take
care of her child.

When her childfell ill, at the emergency roonthe mother withessed
how it wastreated as if it were just a toy. Beingsaglefree mother
(she hadfled an abusive husband), she was goten enough crediby
the medical personnel, asarried wonen surrounded bytheir families
would receive The one year olchild, in addition to laving been
submitted unnecessarily and prematurelp a pulmonary Xay, was
misdiagnosed and prescribed an antibiotic overdose. Realizing that
somethingwas wrong, she returned to the emergency room with the
baby butwasrejected by the staff andentaway to a medical clinic for
consultation. Humiliated and poor, she did not have the monefor
private consultationsbecause she and her child lived fraa200 lei
monthly allowance (around 4 EURQ) This allowance is what the
Romania state pays to a childnder two; afterwardstiis cutdown to
80 Lei (17 EURQ In 2017, singleparent familiesstill suffer from
unimaginablepovertyandlive on the edge

There are cases in which the parent has no tinkeavetheir child with
and work andsupportthe small family, because the child is tgoung
for daycare There are women wheuffer from hungerand cold toflee
their abuses and protect their children. This woman, with the support
of her friends,never gae up and managedavea beautiful and serene
life lateron.



PORRAIT OF UNCERTAIN DIMENSIONS ON A BROKEN
CANVAS RECEIVED FROM A FRIEND

(Acrylicsand collage with Xay and cardboard70/50 cn)
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This portrait speaks about thdoss and regairof identity. Domestic
violence wipes women off the face of the earth. An abuser can get to
control everything: how the partner dressewjth whom she talks,
financially constrain herand isolate her from the rest of the world.
There were moments, hours, days, months, years, in which she stood in
a corner of the house wanting to end her existence. Fear, shame and
vertigo ... this is all she was feeling. She would shiver at every sound.
She did not tell anyone the truth about what was going on at home.

There was no place to run. She had become a prisoner.

Still, she found a way to change everything and one day overturned the
situation and escaped. The escape is the most dangerous moment,
because most serious aggressions and murders happen after the victim
manages to leavebecause thenthe aggressor has nothing more to

lose.



KISS TO UNLOCK SCREEN

(Tablet destroyed duringlomestic violencewhile the victim was trying
to call the emergency numheacrylicson plywood120/50 cn)




MietimsSurwors of abuse and domestic violence are very fragile. Most
of the time, they no longer want to have any partnare emotionally
blocked, isolate themselves and prefer only adventures, fleeting

relationships, or even totaolitude

The traces of such prriences willnever disappear Psychological
counseling anaddoming outtowardsthe loved ones are a good way to
grasp of and healthe trauma. There is the difficulty of cultivating
healthy relationships;there will alwaysbe a fear of attachment and
abandnment or lack of empathy. Amgietim survivorneedsso much

affection and understandingiomfort andlove. Help.



POINSON ME

(Acrylicsand chalkon cardboarg 100/70 cn)




Often, the abuser is attractivand successful in finding a partnempt

givingout on his true character due to a hugapacity of dissimulation.

The painting illustrates how a woman, imprisoned in an abusive
relationship, perceives the other women with whom her partner
overtly sleeps Busyand available as beeghese womenpoison the
soul of an abused woman. There are cases where the abexsem

brings them homeThere cannot be two queens in a hive.



HARDCORE CAFE

(T-shirt worn bya victim of domestic violenaes she was aggressed by
her partner appled with bandaid on cardboard.00/70 cn)



